
 
 
Manitoba Notes 
 
 Premier Gary Doer, along with premiers from 

the other three western provinces, attended a 
meeting of the Western Governors’ 
Association (WGA) in Jackson Hole, WY. 
Canada’s Western Premiers have a standing 
invitation to attend each year. The WGA States 
accounted for $4.5 billion in bi-lateral trade 
with Manitoba last year 

 
 The St. Norbert Gateway Project is to receive 

funding from the Canada – Manitoba Municipal 
Rural Infrastructure Fund (MRIF). 90% of 
incoming traffic to Manitoba from the south 
comes through St. Norbert on the Pembina 
Highway (#75). 80% of available MILF funds 
are designated for communities under 
250,000. That potentially includes 198 
municipalities and 50 unincorporated Northern 
Community Councils of rural and northern 
Manitoba  

 
 Premier Gary Doer, along with the Mexican 

President, Felipe Calderon Hinojosa and 
Guanajuato Governor, Juan Manuel Oliva 
Ramirez, brought opening remarks to the 
annual meeting of North America’s 
SuperCorridor Coalition (NASCO) held this 
month in Guanajuato, Mexico. Doer said, 
“Strengthening the mid-continent corridor to 
the north and south of us will further support 
our east-west routes and help us continue to 
grow as a North American transportation and 
trade hub that features one of the most 
successful inland ports on the Prairies.” 
NASCO promotes trade and transportation 
along the mid-continent corridor, featuring 
Manitoba as the northern leg of the route 

British Columbia Notes  
 
 A number of provincial cabinet changes were 

announced this month. Some to note are the 
Honourable Gordon Hogg becoming Minister 
of State for Mining and the Honourable Ida 
Chong as Minister of Technology, Trade and 
Economic Development and Minister for the 
Asia-Pacific Initiative. Others included the 
Honourable Bill Bennett appointed Minister of 
Tourism, Culture and the Arts and the 
Honourable Joan McIntyre as Minister of State 
for Intergovernmental Relations. Remaining as 
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure is 
the Honourable Kevin Falcon while the 
Honourable Richard Neufeld remains as  
Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources 

 
 The sale of oil and gas rights this month brings 

BC’s total this year to $693.9 million.  89 of 99 
parcels in northeastern BC on offer were sold 
for an average price of $3,623/ha. An 
upcoming sale in July will have 149 parcels on 
offer covering 134,197 hectares 

 
 The provincial government once again urged 

industry this month to partner in construction of 
the Northwest Transmission Line (NTL).  The 
Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources for the province, the Honourable 
Richard Neufeld, said in a news release, “We 
have $250 million on the table and are 
challenging industry to join us, put a plan and 
financing forward to make the Northwest 
Transmission Line a reality.”  Estimates to 
build the transmission line are said to be $400 
million. Construction of the Northwest 
Transmission Line was put on hold last year  

 
 An Environmental Assessment (EA) Certificate 

was issued this month to the Pacific Trail 
Pipelines Limited Partnership for the Kitimat-
Summit Lake Pipeline Project. A federal 
environmental assessment process still 
remains ongoing for the project. Estimates for 
construction are $1.1 billion. The pipeline 
project, including a new compressor station,  
will connect Pacific Northern Gas’s existing 
pipeline with natural gas from a proposed 
Kitimat Liquefied Natural Gas (KLNG) terminal 
and the gas transmission system owned by 
Spectra Energy. For an illustration refer to the 
following page 





Saskatchewan Notes 
 
 With $85.6 million being provided from the 

federal Gateways and Border Crossings Fund, 
a $243 million Saskatoon Circle Drive South 
River Crossing Project was announced. The 
province will match federal funding with the 
City of Saskatoon contributing the remaining 
$70 million. The project once complete will 
have a major effect on reducing supply chain 
friction in the Northwest Corridor. Creating a 
third high speed crossing over the South 
Saskatchewan River will greatly enhance the 
smooth flow of goods, as well as people, over 
the Northwest Corridor’s Yellowhead Highway  

 
 The June sale of Crown oil and gas rights 

raised $142.5 million for the province. Year to 
date, revenues from these sales now stands at 
$605.4 million which far surpasses the 
previous record for a single year of $250.3 
million set in 2007. Although much of the sale 
proceeds reflect activity in the south, the 
Northwest Corridor region was still represented 
through sales in the Lloydminster as well as 
Kindersley-Kerrobert areas. An upcoming 
August sale will see oil sands exploratory 
permits on offer  

 
Alberta Notes 
 
 Energy Minister, Mel Knight, traveled to 

Chicago, IL and Milwaukee, WI, speaking to 
organizations on the oil sands and Alberta’s 
role as a secure, responsible energy supplier 

 
 The Energy Minister was also a speaker at the 

World Petroleum Congress in Madrid, Spain, 
June 29th – July 3rd. Held every three years, 
with 3,500 delegates, it is the largest 
international gathering of the oil and gas 
industry. It was an opportunity to showcase the 
province as a secure, responsible energy 
supplier, attractive to foreign investors  

 
 Gaining valuable insights for developing a new 

international strategy and relationship building 
were cited as reasons for the province’s trade 
mission to Japan, South Korea and China this 
month. The three countries represent 43 % of 
Alberta’s total exports to countries other than 
the United States. With a provincial trade office 
in each of Tokyo and Seoul and two offices in 
Beijing, meetings took place in each city 

Yukon Notes 
 
 The Yukon government announced they will 

not join BC and Alberta’s Trade, Investment 
and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA).  An 
internal review of TILMA, including input from 
legal counsel and six Yukon organizations, 
lead to the decision. They will continue working 
through the Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) 
to address related issues 

 
 Territorial premiers met in Whitehorse on “A 

Stronger North and a Better Canada” 
 
North West Territories Notes 
 
 The Provincial – Territorial (PT) Base Funding 

Agreement was signed this month in 
Yellowknife. This provides the mechanism for 
providing NWT with federal funding under the 
PT Base Fund and is expected to provide 
some help (projected as $185.8 million through 
2014) for priority core infrastructure. 
Community water and wastewater treatment 
and the Kakisa River bridge replacement were 
initiatives mentioned 

 
 NWT Government welcomed companies 

tendering bids on oil and gas exploration in the 
Beaufort Sea, Mackenzie Valley and central 
Mackenzie Delta. Discovered reserves are 
estimated at 2.8 billion barrels of oil and 11 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas 

 

 
Pho to  by  G.  A ld r idge 

Gordon Van Tighem, Mayor of Yellowknife, briefs 
NCDC on transportation and infrastructure issues 
in Yellowknife and NWT this month. Van Tighem 

is pictured above (Right) with NCDC Director, Ron 
Vanderlee (Left) of Pacific Northern Gas 



NCDC Organizational Notes 
 
 This month’s Trade Mission to Beijing was a 

successful one for NCDC with Don Zurowski, 
Board Chair, attending as a delegate. He cited 
a number of accomplishments: strengthening 
ties with the region’s Canadian Embassy 
officials as well as those with the BC Canada 
Pavilion. Meeting with the Chinese Federation 
of Logistics and Purchasing (CFLP) was 
another. A strategic partnership was discussed 
to promote the Asia-Pacific Gateway Initiative 
and an exchange of senior logistics industry 
personnel. The CFLP is now affiliated with the 
Institute for Supply Management.  Intent on 
recruiting 3,000 members in the next 3 years, 
this represents a huge pool of individuals and 
organizations to introduce to the Northwest 
Corridor’s supply management advantages 

 
 NCDC gained the benefit of a number of its 

current Directors attending on Beijing in their 
municipal capacities. This included Councillor 
Marylin Davies, City of Terrace, Mayor Herb 
Pond, City of Prince Rupert and Mayor Jim 
Eglinski, City of Fort St. John. A number of 
other delegates attending also represented 
organizations who are currently NCDC 
members 

 

 
Pho to  by  M.  Dav ies  

NCDC Directors take a moment from their work 
for the camera while on a Beijing Trade Mission 

this month (Above from left to right: Don Zurowski, 
NCDC Board Chair with Directors, Marylin Davies, 

Herb Pond and Jim Eglinski 

 
Pho to  by  G.  A ld r idge 

NCDC members dialogue with Mike Bowman 
(Upper left) of CN WorldWide at Dawson Creek, 

BC. The meeting was one of a series also 
including Terrace, BC and Grande Prairie, AB 

 
 NCDC met for a strategic planning and Board 

meeting in Edmonton, Alberta, June 4th & 5th. 
The next Board meeting will take place, 
Wednesday, August 20th in Prince George, BC 

  

 
Pho to  by  G.  A ld r idge 

George de Rappard (Left) and John Szumlas 
(Right) of the Commuter Air Access Network 
of Alberta Associat ion (CAANA) brief NCDC 
Board of Directors this month on efforts to 

sustain Edmonton’s City Center Airport  
 
 Welcome as an NCDC member this month to 

Community Futures 16/37. Headquartered in 
Terrace, BC, they serve over 36 communities 
in the northwest region   

 
 Yes, mark your calendars for October 7 – 9, 

2008 for the NCDC Annual Conference and 
General Meeting. “Take Ten in the Corridor” 
will be held in Peace River, Alberta, looking 
back on ten years of accomplishments and 
forward on the next ten in transportation, trade 
and tourism. Look for more conference details 
soon 



Federal Notes 
 
 Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced 

changes to the Federal Ministry this month 
which include the Honourable Michael Fortier 
now Minister of international Trade and the 
Honourable James Moore now Secretary of 
State (Asia-Pacific Gateway) (2010 Olympics) 
(Official Languages). The Honourable David 
Emerson remains as the government’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  

 
 A fifth and final round of funding was 

announced this month under the Marine 
Security Contribution Program, expanding it to 
domestic ferries. Announced by the Minister of 
Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, the 
Honourable Lawrence Cannon, applicants 
eligible for funding can use it for updating and 
reinforcing security systems and programs. It 
is intended to help with regulatory compliance  

 
 Citing efficient and integrated transportation 

systems as vital underpinning for global trade, 
the Mexican, Canadian and US Minister 
responsible for transportation met at Meech 
Lake this month. Discussions on future 
enhancements of the North American 
transportation system and infrastructure 
renewal included: optimizing capacity, 
innovative financing, managing ever-increasing 
port freight volumes, as well as addressing 
border facilitation efforts to maximize supply 
chain efficiencies. The June, 2008 tri-lateral 
meeting follows/builds on the first ever, held in 
Tucson, AZ in 2007 

 
 Bill C23, amending the Canada Marine Act, 

received Royal Assent this month. Key 
amendments made through this bill were 
welcomed by the Association of Canadian Port 
Authorities. Amendments impacting on 
Canada Port Authorities include ones on 
access to contribution funding, borrowing 
limits, amalgamation, governance and 
enforcement 

 
 Bill C-33, amending the Canadian 

Environmental Protection Act, received Royal 
Assent this month, giving the Government of 
Canada authority to make regulations 
mandating renewable fuel content of 5% in 
gasoline by 2010 and 2% in diesel fuel and 
heating oil by 2012 

 
Pho to  by  C .  vanderHe ide 

Potash railcars like this will see plenty of use with 
expansion plans announced this month 

 
Industry Notes 
 
 Canpotex Ltd. announced plans for nearly 

doubling annual potash shipping capacity, 
including intentions of spending over $500 
million on a new terminal at Ridley Island near 
Prince Rupert, BC. Access to the fastest 
shipping routes to certain key offshore markets 
such as China was included as a factor making 
the projects essential and strategic to long 
term growth. Owned by Potash Corp., Agrium 
Inc. and Mosaic Canada Crop Nutrition LP, 
Canpotex handles their offshore marketing 

 




