








Industry Notes 
 
 Canadian Trucking Alliance (CTA) chief David 

Bradley said there are still major problems at 
the Canada/US border, though masked by 
lower volumes from the economic downturn. 
Bradley spoke at the Pacific NorthWest 
Economic Region (PNWER) Summit. He said, 
“Creating a more secure, efficient and flexible 
border will require the restoration of a risk 
assessment focus, real value added benefits 
from participation in low-risk trade programs, 
appropriate levels of inspectors, and strategic 
investment in infrastructure – and not just 
bricks and mortar but systems as well,” said 
Bradley. And he also said Canada and the US 
must coordinate and reciprocally recognize 
security programs on both sides of the border. 
For instance, Bradley said truck drivers 
shouldn’t have to carry an assortment of low-
risk security cards 

 
 Americas Commercial Transportation 

Research Company (ACT Research) reported 
that orders for Class 8 trucks in Canada spiked 
in June. In their State of the industry Report, 
they note that Canada posted its highest net 
orders of Class 8 trucks since last November 

 
 TransCanada opened its first Community office 

in British Columbia in July. The office is 
located in the City of Fort St. John. The 
company is planning to build two pipelines. 
The proposed 77 km., 36 inch diameter 
Groundbirch pipeline would be located north of 
Dawson Creek. The proposed 72 km. Horn 
River Mainline would be located north of Fort 
Nelson. The proposed Horn River pipeline 
would transport sweet natural gas from the 
Horn River area 

 
 Further news concerning Kitimat LNG occurred 

in July with the announcement of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), with 
Spain’s Gas Natural.  Gas Natural will acquire 
up to 1.6m tonnes a year from the proposed 
Liquefied Natural Gas export terminal over a 
20-year period, a volume representing 30% of 
the project’s eventual capacity. Similar to a 
month prior agreement announced with Korea 
Gas Corporation, this MOU provides Gas 
Natural with an option to purchase an equity 
position in the LNG terminal to be located in 
Kitimat, British Columbia 
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Barcelona office of Spain’s Gas Natural is shown here. 
A July MOU with Kimitat LNG represents a significant 

diversification in their future LNG supplies 
 
 According to an executive with Germanischer 

Lloyd, the most economical service speed for 
large containerships in today’s economic 
climate is probably 14 knots and could even be 
as low as 12 knots. Low cargo volumes, low 
interest rates and low chartering rates, 
combined with rising fuel costs are cited as 
reasons for lowering speeds on the ocean. All 
of these factors in a nutshell lead to a new and 
quite different most economic ship speed. 
They say for larger container vessels it is not 
25, 20 or even 18 knots, but much less. Their 
calculations express the most efficient vessel 
speeds of about 14 knots or even less. 
However, the Germanischer Lloyd executive 
noted containerships reached “technical 
borders” with such a speed reduction. Vessels 
designed for 25-knot operations run at 14 
knots or even 12 knots only require around 15 
per cent of installed propeller power, or even 
less. They say it is quite difficult to operate 
these extremely large engines with such a low 
load in the long-term 



NCDC Organizational Notes 
 
 Planning is underway for a mid-September 

meeting in Winnipeg, Manitoba with 
CentrePort Canada and Manitoba officials 

 
 Work is underway on developing NCDC’s 

2009/2010 work plan and three year (2009/10 
– 2011/12) business plan for presentation to 
the NCDC board in September and general 
membership in October at the Conference and 
Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

 
 Our monthly exclusive for NCDC members, 

CORRIDOR CLOSE-UP, is proving popular 
with both our members and readers alike. 
Consequently, the next four months’ editions 
are spoken for by NCDC members. Every one 
of these becomes an NCDC project in and of 
itself. Just another way the Northwest Corridor 
Development Corporation is adding value for 
its membership wishing to participate 

 
 Shouting out about our NCDC members on 

twitter is another added value service to 
membership. In July, we twittered about over 
one-third of our membership. Our goal is to 
improve on that with your help. As NCDC 
members, turn in your breaking news, 
newsletters, reports, upcoming events (be they 
transportation, economic development, trade 
and/or tourism related) and we’ll tell the world 
about them at: http://twitter.com/IntheCorridor    

 
 For news at it happens “In the Corridor” and 

beyond, leave www.nwcorridor.com open and 
reduced on your computer desktop. Expand 
and refresh it periodically throughout the day 
for items of potential interest from our live 
twitter feed on NCDC’s home page. Or, visit 
our website and subscribe to our twitter feed, 
having it come directly to your email  

 
 Look for your NCDC membership renewal 

notice soon. The new NCDC membership year 
runs from September 1, 2009 through August 
31, 2010. NCDC is again holding the line on 
membership fees. As a non-profit organization, 
successful operations rely upon membership 
revenues. Thank you to all NCDC members in 
advance for your renewal. We encourage new 
organizations to consider membership. Visit 
our website for details on NCDC Membership 
fees and to make application 

 In a response to an NCDC inquiry into further 
harmonization in environmental assessments, 
the Honourable Jim Prentice, federal Minister 
of the Environment, cites actions taken more 
recently as part of Canada’s Economic Action 
Plan to reduce duplication and focus federal 
environmental assessments for infrastructure 
projects. Minister Prentice points out the new 
Infrastructure Projects Environmental 
Assessment Adaptation Regulations allow for 
substitution of a federal assessment with a 
provincial one provided it meets prescribed 
requirements. The Minister states this initiative, 
while promoting cooperation, will ensure the 
federal environmental process does not 
needlessly delay decisions about infrastructure 
projects. Options to better integrate 
environmental assessments are also being 
developed under the Canadian Council of 
Ministers of the Environment. NCDC currently 
awaits responses from both provincial and 
territorial assessment regimes in the Northwest 
Corridor region 

 
 The Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 

is scheduled to come under Parliamentary 
review, commencing mid-2010. As part of 
NCDC’s proposed 2009/2010 work plan we will 
spearhead an effort to inform the federal 
government deliberations. As NCDC members, 
and beyond, we’ll be encouraging your 
participation and input 

 
Editor’s Notes 
 
 Hats off to Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 

Alberta, joining others helping fight forest fires 
in British Columbia where they battle some of 
the worst fires experienced since 2003 

 

 




